What is the Gospel?

How the Good News of Jesus is Really About the Restoration of
Everyone and Everything Everywhere
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What is the Gospel?

|.We are prone to interpret or phrase the Gospel according to
our own worldview, which includes our own spiritual maturity
(or immaturity), and according to our understanding of God.

ll.LHow we understand God sets the “ceiling” for our
understanding of the Gospel. If we have a finite or limited
God, we will have a finite or limited definition of the Gospel.
If we have an infinite view of God, we will have an infinite
definition of the Gospel.



Puzzle Shapes and the Shape of the Gospel




What is the Gospel?

There Is a sense in which we are
reading the Bible as if we are putting
together a puzzle. We have most of

the pieces, but we are without the
giant picture to guide us.

The NT itself talks about other
letters that were lost to the sands of
time. We know of another letter to
Laodicea, other letters to Corinth,
and possibly others of which we are
unaware.
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Reverse Engineering the Gospel




or instance, John’s Gospe
tion the word Hell at all. If or
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So let’s reverse engineer the Gospel. By looking at the

overlooked passages, let’s see if we can come to a definition
of the Gospel that could produce the entirety of the NT...




So, What is the Gospel?




,. w —
simultaneously destroy th: e\
while restoring, redeeming, reconciling,
renewing, repairing, recovering and

rescuing everyone :



What is the Gospel?

How the Good News of Jesus is Really About the Restoration of
Everyone and Everything Everywhere




How Did I Start This Journey

Toward Apokatastasis?




The Seeds Were Sown Many Years Ago







How Did | Start This Journey Toward
Apokatastasis?

My Professor at College

“One day, after guest preaching at a church, a congregant came up to me.
With a worried and angry look on his face he inquired, ‘Excuse me, Pastor,
you aren’t one of those people that dismisses the idea of Hell.” | replied,
‘Don’t worry friend, | believe every word the apostle Paul says about
Hell.” ‘Oh, thank goodness.’”

Now, perhaps this was less than truthful, but it also showed that most people
do not know what the Bible says (or doesn’t say), but also that it is possible
to be accosted for knowing the Bible better than the average congregant.






How Did | Start This Journey Toward
Apokatastasis?

Discovering the Absence...

Hell is not mentioned in the book of Acts, the Gospel of John, or the
writings of Paul in any way close to what conventional Western
Christianity holds. Why is it that it was left out of the preaching and
teaching of the early Church in Acts? Why is it that the Gospel of
John, with its high Christology does not speak of it? Why is it that
Paul the Apostle speaks of the infinite love of God from which we
cannot be separated, to the exclusion of some comment of eternal
punishment or estrangement from God?



I _
God truly was unconditional
and infinite love, then the idea
of God denc







How Did | Start This Journey

Toward Apokatastasis?




3 Overlooked Passages that

Point Toward the Restoration of
All Things (Apokatastasis)




From Colossians, Matthew, and Acts
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the renewal of all things

ing the twelve

of Israel. And everyone who has left

twelve thrones, judg




yeneration/re virthing/renews
all things.”

n) means, “anev




restore everything
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Questions




Think back, can you think of a s 1 which these
passages were highlighted and taught upon?

Why do you believe these passages might have been unintentionally
or intentionally overlooked?

How does it sit within yourself to hear that the New Testament, while
drawing upon the Old Teste astoration,

reconci -




3 Overlooked Passages that

Point Toward the Restoration of
All Things (Apokatastasis)




Why Do We Keep the Gospel

Personal Instead of Cosmic?




A Few Possible Reasons













Why Do We Keep the Gospel Personal Instead of
Cosmic?

When you work at a church, as | have, the topic of

damnation can either be completely avoided or it is

completely overemphasized in the wrong way (the
experience of some people | know).

To talk about the restoration of all things, inevitably would
cause people in either camp to leave and put the regular
tithing at risk. However, to some, they will sit at ease when
they find out that their deepest and secret conviction was
true: God is Love.



Why Do We Keep the Gospel

Personal Instead of Cosmic?




Dragging in the Cosmic Fishing

Nets




Let’s Talk about Fishing Nets







Let’s Talk about Jesus’ Own Words




“And |, when | am lifted up from the earth,
to myself.” (John 12:32)

EAkKkuow (Elkyso), is often translated as “draw” to soften the
passage.

Elkyso deri ' draw,



Where Else Does This Verb Show Up?




The Miracle of the Large Catch of Fish in John 21:1-11




“Afterward Jesus appeared again to <. yvay: Simon Peter,
Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cane dee, and two other
disciples were together. “I’'m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told tl d they said, “We’ll go with you.” So
they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothlng |

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.
He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.

He said, When they did, they were
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lorc non Peter heard him say, “It
is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment arour ned into the water. The
other disciples followed in the k )re, about a
hundred yards. Wher 2 bread.

“Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”
153



The 153 Fish




“Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fisk 2 just caught.” So
Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was
full of large fish, , but even with so many the net was not torn.” (John
21:10-11)

Both Jerome and Augustine, figures of the early Church, maintained that the
number 153 was symbolic. This is because back then they believed there
were 153 species of fish. Meaning, the )olic of every kind
of human being. | Ing nets.







The Good News is Far More about Jesus Dragging in the

Cosmic Fishing Nets (Don’t Worry, the Cosmic Nets Can
Handle It)




Dragging in the Cosmic Fishing

Nets




The Gates of Hell Didn’t

Prevalil... Already?




Most of Us are More Influenced by Dante Alighieri’s The
Divine Comedy Than by the Actual Scriptures and We Don’t

Even Know L.




The Gates of Hell Didn’t Prevalil... Already?

The Divine Comedy (written 1321AD) by Dante
Alighieri was an epic ltalian poem, in which the
protagonist is led by divine beings and
receives lessons the whole journey long. The
main character, Dante, Is led by Virgil down
Into the circles of Hell, up the spire-tower of
Purgatory, to then be led by Beatrice and
Bernard of Clairvaux ascending through the
Heavens to God.




The Gates of Hell Didn’t Prevalil... Already?

The Divine Comedy is a piece of poetic
literature and, while drawing from the
Scriptures, is not considered of divine
origin. Not only that, much of Dante’s
writings were influenced by Aristotle’s

ethics! It has captured the imaginations
of many artists and painters since, not
least of which modern Hollywood. The
Good News is that the Gospel is nothing
like Dante’s Divine Comedy.




A Number of Names for “Hell”




1.Hell - The Gree

punishment in the afterlife.
2.Hades - The Greek God of Death and his realm.
3.Sheol - The Hebrew Word for the waiting place of the dead.

4. Tartarus - A Greek Word for the waiting place/ holdlng cell for disobedient
deities/servants of deities.

J.Gehenna - Like 1€ Jeremiah









The Gates of Hell Didn’t

Prevalil... Already?




What About the Parable of the

Sheep and the Goats?
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What About the Parable of the Sheep and the
Goats?

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he

will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him,

and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates

the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats
on his left.

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick
and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’...



What About the Parable of the Sheep and the
Goats?

.....Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and
Invite you In, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

“The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.’...



“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into

the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For | was hungry and you

gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, | was a
stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not clothe me, |

was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment (koAaociv aioviov), but the righteous
to eternal life.”







The Latin Vulgate

Supplicium Aeternum - Supplicium is the Latin word for “a
corporal punishment ordained by law; the punishment of
death.” Aeternum is the Latir or “Eternity.”
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The Greek New Testament

KoAaoiv Aioviov (Kolasin Aionion) - Kolasin is the Greek
word for “the process of pruning.” Aionion is the Greek
word for “age/era/eon.”







What About the Parable of the

Sheep and the Goats?




What About John 3:167?




What About John 3:167?

Binary Oppositional Thinking

.



What About John 3:167?

Binary Oppositional Thinking

Our brains love to organize information and ideas in oppositional
contradistinctions. We have up and down, left and right, black and
white, etc. We then, understandably apply that same dualistic
thinking to Heaven and Hell. If there is Heaven, there must be Hell. If
there is Bliss, there must be Pain.

However, what if the Gospel is better than that dichotomy? Are those
two options really, the only options?



What is the Difference Between

Prescriptive and Descriptive?




What is the Difference [ _ e and
Descriptive?

Prescriptive - Relating to the imposition or enforcement of a
rule or method.

Descriptive - Describing ir n-judgmental







What About John 3:167?

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light,
and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.
But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be
seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of
God.” - John 3:16-21



Everything in this paragraph is

descriptively true.

Just
because it is saying something positively, that does not
mean the negative inverse is equally true.




A process of liberation, restoration, and preparation for
heaven.




What About John 3:167?




Judgment Day in Malachi: The

Refiner’s Fire and Launderers Soap







For he
will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver.







Two Important Things to Notice...




Refiners do not throw out the whole clump of metal.

Laundry day is not about throwing out clothes with a stain or
blemish.




Judgment Day in Malachi: The Refiner’s Fire and
Launderers Soap

This Is an Incredibly
Hopeful Passage and It
Is in the Old Testament!

O O



Judgment Day in Malachi: The

Refiner’s Fire and Launderers Soap




The Main Idea Throughout the

Parables of the Lost Coin,
Sheep and Sons in L 15




The Parable of the Lost Sheep




countr

e ninety-nine in the open
') ry and go after the lost sheep until he finds

it?




The Parable of the Lost Coin




silver cC

And when she finds Iit, she calls
her friends and neighbors together
and says, ‘Rejoice with me; | have
found my lost coin.’ In the same

joicing In
od




The Parable of




The Main ldea Throughout the Parables of the
Lost Coin, Sheep and Sons in Luke 15

“Jesus continued: “There was a man who had
two sons. The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.”’ So he
divided his property between them.

“Not long after that, the younger son got
together all he had, set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild living.
After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed
to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, but no one gave him anything.




d, ‘How many of
my father’s e food to spare, and
here | am starving to death! | will set out and go back
to my father and say to him: Father, | have sinned
against heaven and against you. | am no longer
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of
your hired servants.” So he got up and went to his
father.

d was filled with compassi
his son, threw his arms around him &




‘Quick!
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’




The Main ldea Throughout the Parables of the
Lost Coin, Sheep and Sons in Luke 15

“The older brother became angry and
refused to go in.

But he answered his
father, ‘Look! All these years I've been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young
goat so | could celebrate with my friends. But
when this son of yours who has squandered
your property with prostitutes comes home,
you kill the fattened calf for him/!’

But
we had to celebrate and be glad, because
this brother of yours was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.’”




Questions




Nope. The onus is upon the searcher, the shepherd, the woman, and the father.

Nope. The father already considered everything as his also theirs.

Until they were found.




The Main Idea Throughout the

Parables of the Lost Coin,
Sheep and Sons in L 15




Let’'s Be Real, Do We Actually

Mean Unconditional Love?







Let’s Be Real, Do We Actually Mean
Unconditional Love?

Is the Gospel of Jesus, and the
favor of God actually
unconditional? Because the
Instant that we make it anything
other than a proclamation of a
new reality, we shrink it down to
conditional “good advice” (in the
words of NT Wright).




Conditional




This i1s a Conditional Statement.

“ you do X; , Y will happen.”

Everything is conditione YOU do.




This is a Conditional Gospel.

“ you do say the right prayer/believe in Jesus; , yOu
will be saved/forgiven.”

Again, eve ]  YOU do.



Un-Conditional




This Is an Un-ConditionaI' Statement.

| did X; , Y Will Happen.”

The outcome is not conditional ug hing you have




This is an Un-Conditional Gospel.

God has already reconciled you to Himself in Christ;
, God will bring you to Himself/save you/forgive you.”

The outcome is not conditional upon something you have
done but comg hrist.




Questions




When we say “unconditional”, do we actually mean
“unconditional”?

Is it possible to use the language of “unconditional” but
actually still infer “conditional’?




Let’'s Be Real, Do We Actually

Mean Unconditional Love?




Is Apokatastasis in Romans?










when we were still powerless, Christ died for

the ungodly.

For if, while we were God’s enemies,
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!




Is Apokatastasis in Romans?

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all people,
because all sinned—

To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but
sin Is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no
law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the
time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a
command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come...



“...But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how
much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
overflow to the many! Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The
judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and
brought justification.

Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous
act resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the disobedience of the one
man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be
made righteous.

But where sin increased, grace

iIncreased all the more




nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that

IS in Christ Jesus our Lord.







530d has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have

Oh, the depth of the riches of the w’i"s""'d'dm and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!

“Who has known the mind of the Lord?
“Who I






“Therefore, | urge you, brothers and ¢
, to offer your bodies as a living sacrlflce holy and
pleasmg to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do

not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s WI|| is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.” (Romar




“"As surely as | live,” says the Lord,

‘every knee will bow before me;

every tongue will openly and joyfully profess God.’”




Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in
order to bring praise to God.

SO

that the promises made to the patriarchs might be
confirmed and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy.




Questions




Which of these passages stands out to you? Can you think
of a time when these passages were taught, or have these

passages been avoided?




Is Apokatastasis in Romans?




The Letter of Hebrews and

Religion 2.0




The Letter of Hebrews and Religion 2.0

. The Great Upgrade from
Religion 1.0 to Religion 2.0.




Similar to an 10S update on an
IPhone or similar technology.

Programs are updated every so
often as they are improved and
as particular limitations are

discovered and SC




The Letter of Hebrews and Religion 2.0

The Mathematical
Theory of Strange
Attractors




Hebrews is a Letter of “Transcend and Include.”




Ch. 1, Oh? Do you wc

Well, Christ is worshipped by the vod of Aaron and

angels. Melchizedek were great, and Christ
IS of the same order, but better.

Ch. 2, Christ is human, but more

than a human. Ch. 6, The greatness of God’s
promises.

Ch. 3, Christ is just like Moses, but -
greater than Moses. - iIst transcends and
adek was.

N. 4, OF



Ch. 8, Oh? Did yot as ONCE
Covenant? Well, in Christ is the IMES for
New Covenant. SOME.

Ch. 9, In Christ there is a Ch. 11, Have faith just like the
Tabernacle similar to the Earthly saints and figures of old.

one. Plus, Christ’s sacrifice is just

like and yet greater than the Ch. 12, The Mountain of Fear (Sinai)
sacrifice of the Earthly Tabernacle. - of Joy (Golgotha)



ONCE for ALL, NOT many times for some.




Questions




Is it possible that Christianity is as good as it says it is?

What changes when we read books in their totality, like
Hebrews?




The Letter of Hebrews and

Religion 2.0




The Arche, Mesos, and Telos of

It All







The Arche: The Abrahamic Co vena'nt

“The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people
and your father’s household to the land | will show you. “l will
make you into a great nation,and | WI|| bless you | will make your
name great, and you will be a bless SS those who

bless you, and whc and &
on earth will be blessed through you.







The Mesos: Christ in the Middle, Reconciling

Christ holds things together in the middle, as the Beginning
and End personified and incarnated, revealed in the “Middle.”

Colossians 1:15-20 highlights Chri the cosmic reconciler.




i
£

=
s
.L.l:



R

“And I, when | am lifted up from the earth
John 12:32

“In him we have rec jion throug h hlS blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance wi e that he ec Vith aII wisdom
and unc | 1g to his

to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under
Christ.




The Arche, Mesos and lelos of

It All




What About Arminianism (Freewill)

and Calvinism (Determinism)?




A &
Once upon a time, there was a middle school boy w and out that the following
month there was going to be a dance 1n the school gymnasmm He already knew
whom he wanted to ask, another middle school girl whom he believed was the most
lovely of all. One problem, though, was that she did not know who he was. So

over the next few weeks, he left her anonymous flowers or cards as he worked up
the courage to ask her to the dance. As the day for the dance drew closer, he knew
he had to ask betore someone else did. So he approached her, confessed that he
was the unknown troubadour, and askec A SETI0US pause
and seeing his earnes lance




A Parable c

Who is responsible for them going to the dance? His decision to choose
her or her decision to accept?

1'his 1s the age-old question of Free Will or Election. Although this 1s a
metaphor that still breaks down at some point, at least it maintains the
1dea that the whole ordeal 1s a matter of lo 1ance. For many;
and how they formulate nance, 1t 1s a

o Y e
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God is a Holy Lifeguarc
A good lifeguard does not wait until there is consent to rescue
someone. Plus, if someone goes unconscious in the water,

within lifeguarding there is something considered “implied
consent.” God saw that we were “dead in our sins” and therefore
has chosen to rescue the whole of tr DS because it gave




What About Arminianism (Freewill) and Calvinism
(Determinism)

What about the Brain-Functioning of an Addict?

To anyone that has done recovery work, or cared about someone working
through recovery, it is well known and documented that the brain
functioning of the addict will never go away and will never not distort their
perception of reality.

The same is true of the sin-addled brain. The addict is never fully free to
choose to not be tempted. The same can be said of us as sinners, we are
never fully free to choose shalom. And God recognizes this reality. As
such, since we hold and love the addict differently, so does God hold and
love each of us differently.



You are not “free” in love and wisdc 0y something
other than God.

Once your will has been “freed” from its bondage to deception, sin, and death, you

are then finally “free” to choose God without infringement. (Reference Martin
Luther.)

A “Will” that is able to say No to God IS not actue e, it is still bound to sin and
death. After those are done away v ay Yes to God
after all. Only a wi er good




What About Arminianism (Freewill)

and Calvinism (Determinism)?




What About Being a Good

Person?







What About Being a Good Person?

The Early Church did worry that this could be abused and thereby
enable spiritual or moral laxity. But that has always been the gamble!
Unconditional love means knowing that the other person might abuse

it, knowing that if they actually accepted it, it would rob them of the

desire to be spiritually or morally lazy.

Yes, there is infinite and unconditional grace, but at the same time,
there is full accountability (not punishment). The idea of justice here
Is that everyone will “suffer” some degree of correction, but no one
will suffer needless punishment.



This Just Means People Can Do as They Want!

Of course! However, we should not forget that Romans 6
says we died to sin. To live in self-destructive ways that
also harm those around us IS the old way of being human, to
be a Christ follower is t ing human.







Questions




How can we reframe the reasons why you would repent, in
light of the restoration of all things?

What if we were to reframe Christian ethics completely
around joy, thanksgiving, and love rather than fear of
punishment or e




What About Being a Good

Person?




Wait, Everything Will Be Tested

by Fire?




Everything Will Be Tested by the Fire of God




If it is burned up,
the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as
one escaping through the flames.







Wait, Everything Will Be Tested

by Fire?




Why Bother Evangelizing? What

About People Who Never Heard?




Why NOT?

Why not want to share with others this extremely ,00d News? Why not
give people a better reason to want to clean up their own lives before too
late? If everyone is already reconciled, then the impetus to want to change

and repent shifts from being fear-based into being joy- and love-based.

Why not want to study the life of Jesus of Nazareth the one through whom
all of this Good News happens?

Wh




Why Bother Evangelizing? What About People Who
Never Heard?

Why Does It Matter to Believe in Jesus, Then? Why Not Just Go About
Believing Anything?

If Jesus is the one through whom all of this restoration, redemption,
renewal, reparation, reclaiming, and rescuing happens, why wouldn’t
you want to be in on that sooner rather than later? Wouldn’t you want
to study and follow in the teachings as if they were your Rabbi? People
can go on believing something else if they want, but this means that

someone chooses to believe and follow, not out of terror, but out of joy,
gratitude, and wonder.



What About People Who Never Heard?

Christ has already harrowed Hell and set the captives
free. Remember Jesus’ word? “If you who are evil know
how to give good things, how much more so does God?”




Why Bother Evangelizing? What About People Who
Never Heard?

What About People Who Said No?

If they were only told about a god of conditionality and said No to
that, then they really didn’t say No to the unconditional love of God
revealed in Jesus. They said No to a pagan and faulty understanding
of the Gospel, which should be rejected and is right to be rejected. If
someone was told an interpretation of Jesus that was condescending,
judgmental, and vindictive, they would actually be acting out of
spiritual health to say No to that understanding of Jesus!




Why Bother Evangelizing? What

About People Who Never Heard?




Was This View Condemned at the

Fifth Ecumenical Council, The Second
Council of Constantinople, in 553AD?




What Happened at the Council?




9553AD"

The Roman emperor Justinian wrote to the
attendees of the council advising them to

condemn Origen, but there are no resulting
documents that by the end of the council that
they formally condemned the restoration of all




There iIs no record Iin the Latin text that the

anathemas that Justinian wanted discussed
were ever discussed, let alone agreed upon.




Some Further Questions about All

of This...




9553AD"

1.Regardless of what later centuries debated, apokatastasis
IS In there, In the text itself and from the mouths of Jesus,
Peter, and Paul.

2.The view of universal restoration held by Gregory of
Nyssa (who was affectionately calle “flower of
orthodoxy”) and me allenged.




Was This View Condemned at the

Fifth Ecumenical Council, the Second
Council of Constantinople, in 553AD?




What About Judas?




Yep, Let’s Go There.




Judas is no wor
rest of us. The unconditional
Love of God truly comes to the




What About Judas?




A Few More Undeniable

Passages...




and not only for ours
but also for the sins of the whole

world (cosmos).




“For Christ also suffered once
for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to
God. He was put to death In the

body but made alive In the
Spirit. After being made alive,

prisoned




who is the Savior of all people, and
especially of those who believe.




“But Christ has indeed been raised frc , lits of those who
have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the
dead comes also through a man.
But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those

who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom
to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to
be destroyed is death. For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it
says that “everything” has been g 1at this does not
include God himse as done this,

so that God may be all in all.

der him,



“When | saw him, | fell at his feet
as though dead. Then he placed
his right hand on me and said:

“Do not be afraid. | am the First
and the Last. | am the Living
One; Iwas dead and now look, |

AN d ever!
hold the keys of dea
Hades.




Questions




Did you know these passages even existed?

Which ones were new to you?




A Few More Undeniable

Passages...




Openly and Joyfully Profess,

Without Reservation




Openly and Joyfully Profess, Without
Reservation

“In your relationships with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be
used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
And being found In appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death —

even death on a cross!

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place

and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

iIn heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue

that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:5-11)




ExopoAoynonTtail (Exc confess.”

It derives from the word ExopoAoyew (Exomologeo) wi ich means, “to
acknowledge openly and joyfully, to celebrate, to give praise to.”

The meaning of the passage is incomparably different as a result of translators
choosing to use the word “confess’ rather than “openly and joyfully profess,
without reservation.”

There is not a hint of disappointmer 1 of fault. Itis
through and throuc 1as always




This same verb happens in saiah 45:23!

“Turn to me and be saved,

all you ends of the earth;

for | am God, and there is no other.
By myself | have sworn,

my mouth has uttered in all integrity

a word that will not be revoked:
Before me every knee will bow;

by me every tongue will

Even the Old Testame )f a day when



Openly and Joyfully Profess,

Without Reservation




A Challenge to Read the New

Testament with a Highlighter




A Challenge to Read the New Testament with a
Highlighter

\/

Read the Bible, Seriously




1%
w3




A Challenge to Read the New

Testament with a Highlighter




5 Wordads to Describe the Love of

God




These are 5 Words | Have Curated Over the Past 20 Years of

Church and Camp Ministry




5 Words to Describe the Love of God

1. Intimate - The Love of God is incredibly close,
humble, vulnerable, and intimate with us.

2. Infinite - The Love of God is inexhaustible.

3. Deliberate - The Love of God is intentional, and not
accidental or “mandated” from God'’s side.

4. Primal - The Love of God is the foundational and
archetypal word communicated to us about us.

5. Final - The Love of God is the capstone and
ultimate word communicated to us about us.



5 Wordads to Describe the Love of

God




An Icon of the Resurrection
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An Icon of the Resurrection




Figures from Church History







Figures from Church History

|.Gregory of Nyssa

ll.Basil of Caesarea
lll.Fyodor Dostoevsky
IV.Julian of Norwich (Implied)
V.Soren Kierkegaard
VI.Athanasius of Alexandria
Vil.Irenaeus of Lyons
VIll.George MacDonald

IX.Billy Graham (Toward the
End of His Life)

X.Teresa of Avila (Hell is
Empty)

Xl.Macrina the Younger
Xll.Isaac of Nineveh (Isaac
the Syrian/the New
Theologian)

Xlll.Maximus the Confessor
(Using the Rhetoric of
Logos)

XIV.Many Others!



A Question to Consider...




Why do you think the greats of church history

all taught and thought this way but it is not
more well known that they did?




Figures from Church History




Suggested Further Reading
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Suggested Further Reading




Thank You!




